Avala - the landscape of outstanding features 
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Avala, the northernmost mountain in Šumadija, stands out in the wider area of Belgrade with its height of 506 m. Avala was proclaimed a protected natural area in 2007 by decision of the city of Belgrade in order to preserve its special natural and cultural-historical features, sustainable use of natural resources and overall (urban, traffic, tourist, etc.) potentials.
Even though Avala is not a tall mountain, it is known for its plant and animal life. There are about 600 plant species, some of which are protected as natural rarities. There are medicinal plants in Avala, and many birds have found their home there.
The forests, occupying over 70% of this protected natural area, are an example of Avala's biodiversity, both at the level of species and at the level of plant communities and ecosystems. There are high forests of sycamore, Turkey oak, hornbeam, beech, linden, Italian oak, as well as black pine, locust tree and other deciduous trees.
There are numerous monuments connected to Serbian history, such as the Monument to the Unknown Hero (a cultural good of exceptional importance), the Monument to Vasa Carapic and the Monument to Soviet War Veterans. The Avala Tower (built in 1963-64) was once also the symbol of Belgrade. Unique in its architecture, with total height (with the TV antenna) of 202.78 m, at the time of construction, the Avala Tower was the tenth tallest tower in the world and was unrivaled in appearance. The tower was built in a specific way - it was the only tower in the world which was not perched directly to the ground, but relied on the tripod support that lifted the tower above the ground.
The first protection of Avala is related to prince Miloš Obrenović (Knjaz Miloš), when he ordered to fence it in so as to save it from being ruined. A. Krstić (1936) mentions Avala as a protected area and states that Triglav, Durmitor, the Plitvice Lakes, Velebit, Lovćen, Avala and Lipovica are declared by law as national parks. Ten years later, Avala gained the status of the area of special significance and was placed under the direct administration of the government by the decree of the Parliament's Presidium.
Žrnov or Žrnovan was a medieval fortress on the highest top of the Avala Mountain , at 506 m. Ancient Romans built an outpost at the top, and later the Serbs built a fortress on that spot. With the arrival of Ottomans, the fortress was expanded and strengthened to withstand the attack on Belgrade. The remains of the fortress were demolished by using dynamite in 1934, to make place for the Monument to the Unknown Hero, made by Ivan Mestrovic.
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Avala is a favourite excursion spot for all nature lovers. It is especially convenient for people from Belgrade and its surroundings. There are two mountain homes in Avala - Mitorvic Home and Carapicev Brest, as well as the Hotel Avala. The building of the hotel was made by the request of King Aleksandar Karadjordjevic I, for the needs of the Ministry of Forestry and Water Management of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. The building was designed by Russian architect Viktor Lukomski, while the decorative plastics and two sculptures of seated sphinxes at the entrance were made by Russian sculptor Vladimir Zagorodnjuk. It is located at a height of about 480 m above sea level.
[image: ]So far, competitions in orienteering, climbing, mountain biking, as well as some stages of the mountain rally have been held in Avala. 
The reconstruction of the tower was finished on 23 October 2009. The tower has two lifts, a restaurant at the 119th m and an observation deck at 122th meter of height. The total height of the tower is 204.57 m. 
Until World War II, Avala also had its day - St. George's Day (Djurdjevdan) on 6 May (by the Georgian calendar). That was always a very lively and cheerful day at Avala. From the early down (Djurdjevdanski uranak), groups of young people, Sokols, Scouts,  mountaineers, nature lovers and people from the nearby villages came to  Avala wearing colourful national costumes. After the war, this custom was forgotten; however, nowadays, something similar happens here on 1 May. 
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